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their first priority has been the communities of 
America. Their members have served in thou-
sands of ways across the nation. In my own 
home state, members of the AmeriCorps Con-
servation Corps were critical in assisting the 
management of the Colockum Tarps Fire this 
past year—a fire which burned across over 
20,000 acres. This is only one small example 
of their commitment to helping others in any 
way possible. 

Members like these set an example to all 
Americans. Their actions continually encour-
age people of all ages and from all walks of 
life to engage in community service projects 
and help others. I am encouraged by their 
dedication and witness daily the benefits of 
community engagement and service that they 
work so hard to promote. Once more, I thank 
and congratulate them on achieving this mile-
stone. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913. 

Today, it is $16,738,502,722,145. We’ve 
added $6,111,625,673,232 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 
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RECOGNIZING 50 WWII VETERANS 
VISITING THROUGH HONOR 
FLIGHT OF EASTERN OREGON 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 50 World War II veterans from Or-
egon who will be visiting their memorial this 
Friday in Washington, DC through Honor 
Flight of Eastern Oregon. On behalf of a 
grateful state and country, we welcome these 
heroes to the nation’s capital. 

The veterans on this flight from Oregon are 
as follows: James Bray, U.S. Army; Howard 
Brink, U.S. Army; Donner Fearing, U.S. Army; 
Murray Hale, U.S. Army; Dan Jackson, U.S. 
Army; Franklin Jenkins, U.S. Army; Robert Mi-
chael, U.S. Army; Warren Norton, U.S. Army; 
Frank Passmore, U.S. Army; Wilbur Ras-
mussen, U.S. Army; Deryl Richter, U.S. Army; 
Joseph Sequito, U.S. Army; Charles Wilkins, 
U.S. Army; Thomas Wright, U.S. Army; How-
ard Bunker, U.S. Army Air Force; Phillip Chap-
eron, U.S. Army Air Force; Walter Davis, U.S. 
Army Air Force; Everett Endicott, U.S. Army 
Air Force; Hiram Hern, U.S. Army Air Force; 
Thomas Herrod, U.S. Army Air Force; William 
Keating, U.S. Army Air Force; Carl King, U.S. 
Army Air Force; James Minturn, U.S. Army Air 
Force; Richard Strom, U.S. Army Air Force; 
Robert Bullock, U.S. Coast Guard; Fred 
Coulter, U.S. Coast Guard; Mel Baldivia, U.S. 
Marine Corps; Robert Tinsley, U.S. Marine 

Corps; Calvin Weissenfluh, U.S. Marine 
Corps; Richard Drexelius, U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine; William Anderson, U.S. Navy; John 
Brainerd, U.S. Navy; Jack Burtch, U.S. Navy; 
John Clarke, U.S. Navy; John Emerson, U.S. 
Navy; Albert Emmons, U.S. Navy; Alta 
Halliday, U.S. Navy; Orlin Hansen, U.S. Navy; 
Darell Hillard, U.S. Navy; Frederick LaMear, 
U.S. Navy; Robert Ledford, U.S. Navy; Harry 
Maxwell, U.S. Navy; Donald Morris, U.S. 
Navy; Harold Schumock, U.S. Navy; Russell 
Sichley, U.S. Navy; Ellis Skidmore, U.S. Navy; 
Gordon Smith, U.S. Navy; Donald Tippett, 
U.S. Navy; Arthur Vinall, U.S. Navy; and Jef-
frey Walker, U.S. Navy. 

These 50 heroes join more than 98,000 vet-
erans from across the country who, since 
2005, have journeyed from their home states 
to Washington, DC to reflect at the memorials 
built in honor of our nation’s veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the 
courage of these soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 
Marines who put themselves in harm’s way for 
our country and way of life. As a nation, we 
can never fully repay the debt of gratitude 
owed to them for their honor, commitment, 
and sacrifice in defense of the freedoms we 
have today. 

My colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor 
Flight of Eastern Oregon for their exemplary 
dedication and service to this great country. I 
especially want to recognize and thank Dick 
and Erik Tobiason for their tireless work with 
Honor Flight of Eastern Oregon. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ERNIE 
BANKS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize baseball 
legend Ernie Banks for being selected to re-
ceive the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Among other recipients of the nation’s highest 
civilian honor will be former President Bill Clin-
ton; the late Sally Ride, the first American fe-
male astronaut; country singer Loretta Lynn; 
North Carolina basketball coach Dean Smith 
and Oprah Winfrey. 

Ernie Banks made his debut to the Major 
League on September 13, 1953, 60 years 
ago. I am proud to say Ernie Banks is a native 
of my Congressional District in Dallas, Texas. 
Ernie Banks, who went on to have a Hall of 
Fame career with the Cubs, grew up at 1723 
Fairmount Street, Dallas, Texas. His parents, 
Eddie and Essie Banks raised Ernie and 11 
other children there. 

He attended Booker T. Washington High 
School, also in Dallas, which didn’t have a 
baseball team at the time. Despite that, he ex-
celled playing on the school’s softball team. 
He was a wide receiver on the football team 
and also ran track. He played basketball down 
the street at the Moorland YMCA. He wor-
shipped at St. Paul United Methodist church. 
As Banks states, ‘‘Our North Dallas—was a 
great place to grow up.’’ After two years in the 
Army and a brief return to the Monarchs, 

Ernie Banks, at 22, was selected to play for 
a Major League team, the Cubs, becoming 
only the ninth black player to take the major 

league field. To date, Banks holds Cubs 
records for games played (2,528), at-bats 
(9,421), extra-base hits (1,009), and total 
bases (4,706). As one of the Nation’s pioneers 
in baseball, Ernie Banks has inspired and en-
lightened so many throughout his life. 

Our country has benefitted immensely from 
his career, and I hope he will continue to in-
spire others. I wish to commend Ernie Banks 
and thank him for his service to this great na-
tion. As a pioneer in baseball, he has created 
positive pathways many future generations. 
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TO TRINITY ELMS RESIDENTS ON 
THE OCCASION OF GRAND-
PARENTS DAY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the residents of Trinity Elms on the occasion 
of Grandparents Day. 

It is an honor to extend to Trinity Elms resi-
dents another expression of much deserved 
thanks and appreciation for the critical role 
they, as grandparents, play in the lives of their 
families and our larger Clemmons community, 

Grandparents fortify and exemplify the val-
ues we seek to teach our children. They en-
courage children to dream, teach them the im-
portance of duty, and push them always to do 
their best, Trinity Elms residents are to be 
thanked for providing this direction. 

As an anchor of love and stability in many 
families, grandparents often help their children 
bear the responsibilities of parenting. They 
possess invaluable knowledge and wisdom, 
and are a reservoir of life experiences which 
transcends generational differences and stand 
the test of time. 

Though gratitude for the part grandparents 
play is oft under-sung, we will not make that 
mistake today. For the many hats Trinity Elms 
residents wear as grandparents, those of 
teacher, comforter, cheerleader, coach, dis-
ciplinarian, and even adjunct parent, I salute 
them. A grandparent’s love is something that 
can never be replaced in a child’s life. 

May we continue to treasure the blessing of 
grandparenting as an affirmation of the gen-
erosity of Almighty God. That we, as individ-
uals, have the opportunity to love and encour-
age our children and grandchildren as they 
grow and navigate the challenges of this life is 
astounding. And through the process, grand-
parents too are changed for the better. 

In fond remembrance of my own grand-
parents, and as the proud grandmother of two, 
I commend Trinity Elms residents for their 
service and offer them my sincerest thanks. 
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HONORING SABRINA CALDWELL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable student, 
Ms. Sabrina D. Caldwell, a Kosciusko High 
School Senior who is the Oprah Winfrey Boys 
and Girls Club Youth of the Year and has as-
sumed the role of 2013 Youth of the Year for 
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